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MATERIAL IN THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES
RELATING TO FLORIDA, 1789-1870 *
by E LIZABETH B. D REWRY

From the time of the first meetings of the First
Continental Congress in 1774, when steps were
taken to record the actions of the Congress, there
has been an almost continuous agitation for an
appreciation of the historical importance of the
official records of the United States Government.
As the years went by and valuable documents were
damaged and lost through fire, inadequate space,
neglect and ill-use, the feeling became more widespread that the records of our Government’s activities deserved a better fate than they were receiving. Periodically proposals were made for
adequate housing and centralized control. It was
not, however, until 1934 that these efforts culminated
in the appointment of the first Archivist of the
United States and the establishment of the National
Archives. Since that date a vast quantity of Federal records formerly located in widely scattered
and often inaccessible places throughout the city of
Washington have been brought together under one
roof. In addition to materials from the city of
Washington, large groups of records have been received from our diplomatic and consular posts
abroad as well as from various field agencies of the
Federal government throughout this country.
In the National Archives Building efforts have
been made to place the records, many of which have
had a difficult and neglected existence, under the
best possible conditions for their physical welfare.
* NOTE - Miss Drewry, a member of the staff of the National
Archives, came from Washington to read this paper before the
annual meeting of the Florida Historical Society at St. Augustine, March 6, 1942.
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An object of equal importance has been that of
making them readily available to investigators. The
latter task has varied according to the previous condition of the collections. Those of the Department
of State, for example, were received in good physical
condition ; they were well organized and arranged
and could be used with relative ease, while those of
certain other departments were in an extremely
chaotic state with, unfortunately, many gaps. For
many groups it will be years before it can be said
that they are in order, but in the meantime concerted
efforts are being made toward that goal.
Persons interested in collections in the National
Archives are assisted in various ways. A Guide to
the Material in The National Archives was published in 1940 and is kept up-to-date by supplements
that are issued each quarter. A number of detailed
descriptive lists are available to assist those who
come to the building to work, and an extensive correspondence is carried on with persons in all parts
of the country who wish information from the
records. Among the requests that are received
many pertain to local and regional history. While
the Archivist is not the custodian of records of state
and local governments or of non-governmental organizations, he does, nevertheless, have in his keeping some material from these sources which has
come into the possession of the Federal government
in the conduct of its own activities. It is to be
expected, furthermore, that among the several hundred thousand cubic feet of records now in the
Archives Building there will be information for the
history of any state largely in proportion to the
extent to which the activities of the Federal government have directly affected the lives and interests
of the people of that state.
The purpose of this paper is to answer briefly the
question, “What is there in the National Archives
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of interest to a student of Florida History?” It
is not intended to give an exhaustive account of
individual items relating to the subject but rather
to point out certain high lights and to indicate
relationships between the major collections in the
hope that these will suggest further possibilities to
students engaged in the field. Since the records
are arranged primarily according to the principle
of provenance, by agencies of origin rather than
topically, papers relating to a particular subject
or region are not grouped together but are to be
found scattered through the files of the different
offices and agencies that were concerned with them
in the exercise of their official functions.
Florida, more than many states, is well represented in the Federal archives. The circumstances of
her relations with the United States while yet a
province of Spain, of her existence as a territory
of the United States for almost a quarter of a century, and of her participation in the Civil War were
such as to result in the creation of records, now
in the National Archives, that are of more than
average value to those who are concerned with her
history. Chief among these are records of the Departments of State and War, the Office of Indian
Affairs, the General Land Office, and the United
States Senate.
Much of the material described will not be unfamiliar to the students who have done such excellent work in collecting and consulting all available data concerning the state. They will be interested doubtless in the fact that so many of the
original Federal documents are now, in one place.
They will be interested also in the knowledge that
original material is available in many cases where
formerly the investigator had to be content with
government or private publications of a secondary
character.
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It is to be expected that the records of the Federal
government will furnish little information prior
to the year 1789. There are, however, certain exceptions to this. The earliest of the records in the
National Archives Building that relate to Florida
date back to the period of British occupancy. They
were transferred recently with other records of
the General Land Office. Unfortunately, they are
extremely fragmentary and would be of little service
if used alone. They should be, however, of supplementary value in connection with such groups
as the British Florida papers in the Library of
Congress. They include land warrants, survey
plats, and other evidence of British land grants in
West Florida. An occasional paper, such as the
will of Thomas Hutchins, military engineer and
geographer, or an inventory of holdings of Major
Robert Farmar, a planter of considerable means,
gives an enlightening glimpse of property held by
the British settlers. A few petitions to the king
made during the Revolution are from loyalists,
forced out of the rebellious colonies and seeking
lands in the south and in the vicinity of the Mississippi. Among these is a petition of Timothy Dwight
of Massachusetts Bay, father of the first President
of Yale. With the exception of this small group of
papers the National Archives contains little relating
to Florida history prior to the time of the adoption
of the Constitution. Most of the papers of the
Continental Congress, it will be remembered, are
in the Library of Congress. There are, however,
in the National Archives the original of the Treaty
of Paris of 1783 ending the Revolution and certified
copies of the Provisional Treaty of 1782 with its
separate article, of significance in later disputes
with Spain, providing a secret boundary settlement
favorable to Florida in case it should be retained
by Great Britain.
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With the transfer of Florida to Spain at the close
of the Revolution, that territory became a focal
point in relations between His Catholic Majesty and
the new Republic of North America; and by the
time of the organization of the Federal Government
questions involving boundary and trade had already
arisen. The interest of this Government in such
questions, as well as its policies in regard to the
acquisition of East and West Florida, is set forth
in the correspondence of the Secretaries of State
and War and in the files of the Senate. Since for
the period of Spanish occupation the diplomatic
records are the more extensive and date from 1789
while those of the War Department begin only in
1808 (earlier ones having been burned in the fire
of that year), it may be well to give first consideration to the former. The series of Instructions of
the Secretaries of State to our ministers abroad
and the Notes from the Department to foreign representatives, as well as the incoming Despatches
from the ministers and the Notes from foreign legations, treat of the episodes incident to the final acquisition in 1821. They are concerned with the long
series of difficulties between the two governments,
European influences affecting the policy of Spain,
the control and administration of the Floridas, complaints growing out of border disputes, commercial
relations, Indian affairs, actions and expressions of
the ministers of Spain in their losing fight to retain
their American possessions.
Material relating to Florida appears chiefly in
our diplomatic correspondence with Spain and to a
lesser degree in that with France and Great Britain.
Of significance are the treaties that resulted from
a large part of it and that caused a great deal more :
San Lorenzo of 1795, the Louisiana purchase of
1803, and finally the Florida purchase of 1819-1821.
Related to the treaty of 1795 are the reports of An-
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drew Ellicott from 1796 to 1802 in which he describes the work of marking the boundary between
the United States and the possessions of Spain.
Individual items that are diplomatic in character
are scattered through various collections. For example, letters of James Seagrove, Special Agent
to East Florida during Washington’s administration
and commissioned to effect a settlement in regard
to fugitive slaves, are filed in the Miscellaneous
Letters received by the Secretary of State. Among
the papers of the Special Agents and Special Missions are such items as the reports concerning John
H. Robinson, accredited to the colonial official,
Nimecio de Salcedo, in 1812, while diplomatic relations with Spain were closed. One of Robinson’s
duties was to explain the seizure of West Florida.
Here also are instructions to David B. Mitchell,
Governor of Georgia, appointed to treat with the
Governor of East. Florida after the unsuccessful
revolution of 1812.
In addition to the collections mentioned above,
which give a continuous story of diplomatic negotiations, miscellaneous data concerning Spanish administration and internal affairs in Florida are to
be found in the early duties of Florida Territorial
Papers. Information on the East Florida revolution
of 1812 can be obtained from the letters of John H.
McIntosh, Director of the short-lived Republic of
East Florida, proclamations by the revolutionists,
requests for annexation, and a manuscript copy of
the constitution of East Florida of 1812. The part
played by the United States government is reflected
in instructions, the exact meaning of which has long
been questioned, of the Secretary of State to his
emissaries, George Mathews and John McKee, and
their reports on the subject of intervention. These
are followed by communications of later agents,
David B. Mitchell and Thomas Pinckney, to the Sec-
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retary and correspondence with the Spanish authorities in connection with the withdrawal of United
States troops from the section.
There is a small group of papers concerning
Gregor MacGregor and Louis Aury and the East
Florida disturbances of 1817, including some of
MacGregor’s picturesque proclamations in which he
referred to himself as “Brigadier General of the
armies of the United Provinces of New Granada
and Venezuela, and General-in-chief of that destined
to emancipate the Provinces of both Floridas, under
the Commission of the supreme government of
Mexico, and South America, etc. etc. etc.” In addition, there can be found minutes of the proceedings of the Special Court investigating charges
against Arbuthnot in 1818, and copies of letters between Andrew Jackson and his aides and the Spanish authorities of West Florida in the same year.
Similar material is to be had in the papers of
the nearby territories. For example, those of Mississippi contain official correspondence relative to
the situation in West Florida, filibustering movements about Mobile, 1810 to 1812, and the expeditions against that section in the War of 1812.
The Orleans papers treat, among other things, of
the Kemper outrages, navigation of the Mobile,
relations with Spanish officials in West Florida, the
state of the Spanish garrisons, the sale of lands in
West Florida, commerce, Indian affairs, fugitive
slaves, the effect of embargoes on relations with
West Florida, and revolution in that region.
For the operations of United States troops in and
about Florida prior to its annexation, the incoming
and outgoing correspondence of the Secretary of
War is of major importance. Since the commanders
of the border posts were vitally concerned with relations with Florida it received repeated attention in
their communications. Their accounts of internal
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conditions and events supplement those in the files
of the Department of State. Evidence of cooperation between the two departments is revealed in
letters between the Secretaries, in reports of both to
the President and to Congress, and in instructions
to commanders who were in a position to render
information of value alike to State and War. Letters to W. C. C. Claiborne, Wade Hampton, James
Wilkinson, Andrew Jackson and others and their
replies show the actual steps taken in expeditions
into Spanish territory. In connection with the mission of Mathews and McKee, there are instructions
to the military officers to lend aid in the proposed
undertaking. As well as frequent references to
problems of navigation of Florida rivers, Indian
difficulties, and border disputes, there is emphasis,
particularly during the War of 1812, on the strategic
importance of Florida, British interest in it, Spanish impotence, and American grievances. Jackson’s
reports in 1817 and 1818 of his war with the Seminoles, the capture of Pensacola, and his treatment
of Arbuthnot and Armbrister bring to a close the
story of military operations prior to 1819.
Since the Senate plays such an important role
in foreign relations, it is not surprising that its files
contain much on Spanish Florida. The collection
in the National Archives consists of both legislative
and executive papers. The former include Messages
of the Presidents, reports from the departments,
petitions and memorials, committee reports, bills
and resolutions. The executive papers relate almost
entirely to the appointment of officials and the conduct of foreign relations and include nominating
messages of the Presidents and notations as to the
action of the Senate. With the exception of petitions
and memorials, a large part of the material in the
Senate files is available in the published documents.
Directly related to incidents mentioned above are
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messages of the President such as those of January
3, 1811, concerning West Florida, and of January
14, 1813 and January 14, 1815, concerning East
Florida, together with supporting documents from
the Departments of State and War, and later communications on the subject of the Seminole disturbances. Of significance in connection with these
are the original Presidential Proclamations and
Acts of Congress preserved among the records of
the Department of State. Among the former is the
proclamation of October 27, 1810, assuming the
jurisdiction of West Florida, the prelude and sequel
to which can be read in the writings already indicated. While it seems unnecessary to mention laws
on the subject, it may be of interest to note that
the unique secret acts passed on January 15, 1811,
and February 12, 1813, authorizing the President
to take possession of East and West Florida, are
filed in their proper places in the collection of
originals though they do not appear in the published
statutes until several years later.
With the treaty of 1819 Florida was secured for
the United States. Correspondence concerning the
treaty is in the files of the Departments of State
and War as well as those of the Senate. Its ratification did not, however, remove the province at
once from the diplomatic scene. The delay until
1821 in the actual transfer caused Florida to receive
considerable attention in the correspondence with
Spain and had its effects on our relations with the
countries of South America. Even after 1821 subjects such as that of the retention of the Florida
Archives provided the reasons for continued demands on the part of the United States and lengthy
explanations and promises by Spain. The attempts
to obtain those archives, which had been removed
by the Spaniards to Havana, and which according
to article 2 of the treaty were to be turned over to
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the United States, receive attention in the diplomatic
and consular series, in Special Agents, Miscellaneous
Letters, Territorial Papers, and in a separate group
known as Florida Archives Papers, 1830-1835. In
the last is the private journal or diary of Jeremy
Robinson covering the years 1832 to 1834, in which
he describes the difficulties met in his attempts to
examine the archives and the procrastination and
continual evasions of the officers in Havana.
The importance of these papers for the settlement
of land claims explains the persistency of the Department of State in pursuing them. The life histories of the various groups of the Spanish archives
of East and West Florida are long and involved
ones. Part of their story appears in the reports of
the agents sent by the Department of State to obtain
those carried to Havana. It is continued in papers
in the files of the Interior Department which took
over the task of attempting to trace and gain possession of those most elusive documents.
Closely related to the Spanish archives are the
files recently received from the General Land Office
that contain considerable material on the private
land claims. The private land dockets include
copies of many of the original papers that have
been retained in the state. These together with the
records relating to the administration and settlement of the public domain in Florida, all of which
are now in the National Archives, furnish the
sources for the study of the Federal land policy
during both the periods of territorial and state government. The incoming correspondence and reports
from the Surveyor General’s Office in Florida and
from the offices of the Registers and Receivers provide information on land law, on land titles and surveys, and on the progress of settlement.
For the history of the early administration of
Florida after the transfer the Territorial Papers
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are most valuable. They contain letters of those
taking part in the transfer and in the organization
of the new government, including Andrew Jackson,
Jose Callava, Joseph [sic.] Coppinger, Colonel Robert Butler, James G. Forbes, John R. Bell, James
Gadsden, William P. DuVal, George Walton, H. M.
Brackenridge, and Judge E. Fromentin. In these are
described the delays and disputes incident to the
transfer, conditions in Florida, legal questions arising with the change of sovereignty, commerce, Indian affairs, and early administrative problems. One
volume includes a set of maps and charts of Florida
sent to the Secretary of State by Jackson in 1821.
Unfortunately there was no systematic policy of
filing the reports from the territories to the Secretary of State. The quantity varies for different
localities and even for different years. The Florida
Territorial Papers extend only to 1828 whereas
Florida did not become a state until 1845. Even
before 1828 it is necessary to examine the Miscellaneous and Domestic Letters as well as the Appointment Papers of the Secretary of State for further information. After 1828 incoming reports are
to be found almost entirely in Miscellaneous Letters.
In addition to official correspondence from territorial officers, letters from private individuals to the
Secretary of State on a wide variety of subjects
are also included in this series. To give but one
example, letters written in 1844 by orange growers
complaining of insect ravages upon their groves
resulted in instructions to our consuls in the Mediterranean area to collect information that might be
of assistance to them.
Indian problems were significant from the beginning of the territorial government. Records of the
Office of Indian Affairs are of first importance in
this connection. The files of this office begin with
1800, the earlier ones having been destroyed in the
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War Department fire of that year. Since Indian
affairs during these early years were handled directly by the Secretary of War, a series of outgoing
letter books of that officer from 1800 to 1824 reflects
the policy of the Government toward the Indians.
These books together with some of the early incoming correspondence are filed with later records of
the Office of Indian Affairs. Much of the incoming
correspondence, however, must still be sought in the
War Department files. Since, however, both groups
are in the Archives Building the inconvenience of
this separation is not a great one.
Beginning with 1824 the records of the Office of
Indian Affairs are more useful than the earlier ones
both in content and arrangement. Through these
may be traced the story of Federal administration
of the Indian problem before and during the Seminole wars. The reports refer to the conflicts
arising between settlers and Indians involving lands,
boundaries, depredations, and slaves. They deal
also with talks in council and the treaties of Fort
Moultrie of 1823 and Payne’s Landing of 1832,
which paved the way for white settlement and Indian removal, and finally of Indian discontent with
the settlement and the resulting outrages. Incidentally, these two treaties together with the agreement
at Fort Gibson in 1833, regarding western lands
for the Seminoles, are with other Indian treaties in
the State Department collection.
Included in the Indian Office files are letters from
Governors William P. DuVal, R. K. Call, and John
H. Eaton, agents Gad Humphreys and Wiley
Thompson, and from James Gadsden and others.
Naturally a large portion of the records relates to
accounts, disbursements; and routine matters of administration. They do, however, furnish a view of
the background of the Seminole wars. A letter of
Lieutenant Joseph W. Harris, disbursing agent at
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Fort King, Florida, of December 30, 1835, describes
the opening scene of the struggle: the murder of
the agent General Wiley Thompson and his companions by the Indians.
After the beginning of hostilities it is necessary
to go to the War Department files for information
on operations of the troops and movements of the
Indians. The reports retained by the Indian Office
relate largely to accounts, plans for the removal of
the Indians, and claims for depredations. When removal was finally accomplished by 1859, it was considered unnecessary to maintain an agency for the
few Indians remaining in the state. From then until recent years, when the agency was reestablished,
they received little attention.
Reference has already been made to the incoming
and outgoing correspondence of the Secretary of
War. In addition to this, there is for the territorial
years considerable material in the records of the
Regular Army and Volunteers pertaining to the
Seminole wars of 1835 to 1858. Grouped with these
is correspondence of the Department of Florida and
antecedent commands from about 1840 to 1884. For
the period of the Indian wars, there are instructions,
general and special orders, reports of operations
and troops, descriptions of Indian depredations and
movements, and accounts of the efforts to remove
the Indians and to encourage and protect white
settlements.
It should be mentioned in this connection that the
records received from the War Department are
among the most extensive in the Archives Building.
The major files have been transferred from the
offices of the Adjutant General, the Judge Advocate
General, and the Chief of Engineers. Portions of
these have been but recently acquired and because
of their quantity and present arrangement it is
impossible to give more than a very general idea of
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the contents of pertinent groups. Students of Florida history working with the records of this department will undoubtedly find much more material on
their subjects than can be indicated here.
In the collection of the Office of the Chief of
Engineers will be found maps and papers dating
from 1789 to 1894 regarding the activities of the
Engineer Corps and of the Topographical Bureau
in relation to roads, harbors, fortifications, and military reservations. Items concerning the territory
of Florida include reports on roads, forts, and military operations during the Indian wars, lands for
military reservations, and surveys for canal and
railroad routes.
During the years 1821 to 1845 numerous subjects
concerning Florida came before the Senate, beginning with the bill to authorize the President to take
possession of East and West Florida. Early bills
related to the establishment of the territorial government, commerce and navigation, preservation of
timber, claims and titles to land. In the records of
the twentieth Congress are papers relating to the
boundary line between Georgia and Florida. During the 1830’s bills were presented for the suppressing of Indian hostilities, for canals and railroads,
and for the sale of lands for the establishment of a
seminary of learning. By 1840 reports and bills
relative to the admission of Florida into the Union
had been introduced. A number related to the proposal for the division and future admission of the
states of East and West Florida.
There are petitions and memorials concerning
these and similar subjects. In the files of the seventeenth Congress is a petition for a road from St.
Augustine to Pensacola; in those of the eighteenth
is a letter regarding a trans-Florida canal and a
memorial of the legislature requesting aid for the
territory and for a university therein. Among mis-
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cellaneous papers is a copy of the Florida Gazette
of October 20, 1821. Among the copies of the acts
and resolutions of the Legislature is a resolution of
reverence and affection for General LaFayette,
adopted December 11, 1825.
With the admission of Florida into the Union in
1845, it is to be expected that administrative records
will be found in local and state files rather than in
those of the Federal government. Nevertheless, the
two authorities, state and Federal, touched at many
points. Mention has already been made of the continuance of interest through the 1850’s on the part
of the War Department and the Office of Indian
Affairs in military and Indian matters in the state.
Supervision by the Federal government over the
public lands continued as well. Records, therefore,
of the Departments of War and Interior as well as
those of the Senate continue to be of significance.
Those of the Department of State contain less material than for the previous years. What there is consists mainly of formal communications between the
secretaries and the governor.
Reference should also be made to the records of
the Department of Justice. While these have less
direct bearing upon the history of Florida than is
the case with those of the three departments already
mentioned, nevertheless, pertinent material on a
variety of subjects is to be had in the files of the
office of the Attorney General and in the departmental files. Due in part to the fact that many of
the Attorneys General looked upon the papers as
their personal possessions and took them with them
when they left office, there are large and unfortunate
gaps for the early years. The official opinions, however, and the related correspondence received from
the President and heads of departments contain
data on legal questions of significance to the government. Among these are records involving Flor-
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ida land claims, Indian affairs, controversies growing out of the Civil War and Reconstruction, and
cases which went to the Supreme Court of the
United States.
For the Civil War period the files of the War
Department are the chief source. These are so
extensive that it would be fruitless to attempt a
description of the numerous series in a brief account.
The publication of the Official Records of the Union
and Confederate Armies has been a boon to students
and no attempt to use the original records would be
practical until the resources of these volumes have
been exhausted. The preface by Elihu Root to the
General Index volume gives an indication of the
extent of the original documents.
Though parts of these also were published in the
Official Records, mention should be made of the
archives of the Confederate States, captured, for
the most part, upon the fall of the Confederacy.
They include files of the Confederate War Department, military divisions, and armies, as well as a
few from other government agencies. There are
papers of the Senate and House of Representatives,
messages of the President, reports of the Secretary
of War, the Secretary of the Treasury, and other
officers. Many bear directly or indirectly on Florida’s part in the Confederacy. In the various groups
are battle reports, general and special orders, and
circulars pertaining to operations within the state,
and returns of various Confederate posts located
there. Final accounts relate to the surrender of
Major General Sam Jones, commanding the Confederate forces in Florida, to Brigadier General
McCook, in May of 1865, at Tallahassee.
Of interest in connection with the records in the
War Department files are additional papers of the
Confederate government transferred to the National
Archives from the Department of the Treasury.
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Most of these pertain to the Confederate Treasury
and its operations. A small group is concerned with
the administration of customs in Florida. Its
papers refer mainly to the customs districts of
Apalachicola, Pensacola, St. Johns, and St. Marks,
and are in most cases financial accounts of the
collectors.
Earlier reference to the Department of the Treasury has not been made because the major portion
of its old files has not been transferred to the National Archives. One group which has been received
is of significance for the period since it concerns
the Special Agencies of the Treasury, established
during the Civil War to take care of the problems
of commercial intercourse and the captured and
abandoned property in the South.
For Reconstruction, the files of the Bureau of
Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands are
worthy of note. The monthly and annual reports
of the commissioner and the sub-commissioners in
Florida describe general conditions in the state, the
attempts of the planters to reestablish themselves
under the new forms of labor contracts, the attitude
of the civil government and the courts toward the
freedmen and the northern whites, attempts of the
Bureau to provide for the negroes and to educate
them, political conditions, settlement of the freedmen on the public lands, and similar projects.
Related subjects are treated in the records of the
military districts set up for the government of the
southern states during Reconstruction. For the
third district, which included Florida, Georgia, and
Alabama, there are letters, general and special
orders, instructions to the commanders in the subdistricts, and reports to the General in Chief of the
Army. There is in addition correspondence of the
Bureau of Civil Affairs for the third district. The
subjects treated include supervision of the provis-
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ional state governments by the military authorities,
recommendations for civil offices, review of cases
before the courts, and actions of the military in
connection with the carrying out of state laws.
These records and those of the Freedmen’s Bureau
furnish considerable information concerning political, economic, and social conditions in the South
during Reconstruction. In the correspondence of
the Military Department of Florida, already mentioned in connection with the Seminole wars, is further material relating to the close of the Civil War
and to Reconstruction, including reports on general
conditions in the section, letters regarding freedmen, correspondence with Treasury agents concerning captured and abandoned property, and
references to relations between the military and
civil authorities.
The material which has been mentioned is of
significance principally for the period extending
from 1789 to about 1870. Main emphasis is placed
upon these years not because there is no later
material but because they mark a significant period
in Florida history. Other collections not treated
here will undoubtedly be of value for special studies.
To mention only a few, there are marine documents
from the Bureau of Marine Inspection and Navigation of the Department of Commerce, comprising
certificates of registry and enrollment and licenses
issued to vessels in ports of the United States, including those of Florida, for the period 1815 to the
present. For persons interested in family history,
the military pension files furnishing information
concerning members of the armed services who
fought in the Revolution, the War of 1812, the Indian, Mexican, Civil, and Spanish American wars
are of interest as are the population census schedules
for the years 1790-1870, those for Florida dating
from 1830. Records received from the War De-
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partment furnish information concerning the Spanish American War and the first World War.
For the period of the first World War the National
Archives has extensive files including those of such
war agencies as the Council of National Defense,
the War Industries Board, the Committee on Public Information, the United States Shipping Board,
and the Food Administration. These give an excellent picture of war activities throughout the
entire country. They are used not only for private
research but also for studies of many sorts being
undertaken by agencies of the Government in connection with the present war effort. And for an
almost contemporaneous picture of economic conditions throughout the country the records of the
National Recovery Administration are proving of
increasing value.
The present emergency appears to be sharpening
rather than dulling the consciousness of the importance to be attached to the records of the past
as well as to those being created now. The National
Archives even before the beginning of the war had
undertaken studies of the most effective means of
preserving and protecting its records. It is now
making every effort to continue its service to both
government and private investigators, and to insure
at the same time the adequate protection of its
collections.
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